
Introduction: In September of  2023, an ecumenical prayer vigil was held in St. Peter’s 
Square, at the beginning of  the Second Session of  the Synod on Synodality.                        

The opening prayer, began with these words set to music:  

“Adsumus, Sancte Spiritus, veni ad nos, adesto nobis.”                                                                        
We are here before you, Holy Spirit, come to us, dwell in our hearts.                                                  

Estamos aqui diante de ti, Espírito Santo, vem até nós, habita em nossos corações.                         
Click here for musical version.   

 This prayer is attributed to St. Isidore of  Seville (560-636) and it has very long history. 
It was used in many councils, synods and other gatherings throughout the history of  
the Church at the time when it was a need of  discernment, for understanding what the 
Spirit was saying to the Church and so it is today. It was recited at the beginning of  
every session of  the Second Vatican Council. Several Brothers of  the Taizé community, 
at the invitation of  Pope Francis, worked together to create a new composition that can 
be sung using a short refrain in Latin, English and Portuguese.  Let us call upon the 
Holy Spirit to be with us these days and entrust ourselves and this synodal way of            
proceeding to the Spirit’s holy manner of  working.   

Prayer of invocation to the Holy Spirit for an ecclesial assembly of governance or discernment .             

https://youtu.be/IHwtdJEqzSM?feature=shared

